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People's Anti-British Army and it soon started a campaign of terrorism
and murder carried out from headquarters in the jungle.
It is not necessary to follow this terrorist campaign in detail It was
based on an entirely wrong estimate by the Communists of the possi-
bilities of revolution throughout Asia and of the influence of the Soviet
camp in the world at large. It also suffered from a failure to understand
the Malay character, nor did it allow sufficiently for the courage of British
planters when faced with terrorists. Malay support was not forthcoming;
Chinese labour was indifferent, and the Indians were aloof. Supplies
were impossible to maintain. Not even the majority of the Chinese were
behind the campaign, and the attempt to obtain food and other essentials
by terrorism and blackmail built up a strong resistance to the movement
amongst both Chinese and Malayans. This resistance was strengthened
when Chinese squatters on the edge of the jungle were gathered together
in protective villages. The Communist leaders were not wise enough to
acknowledge the hopelessness of their situation and one among them who
had the temerity to advise postponing the campaign until support was
forthcoming was executed for his pains. It was not until 1951 that the
Politburo recognized failure and called off violence. The Party army then
retired to the jungle to cultivate food crops and become independent of
the populace for their supplies.
Britain was now faced with the question as to how to give self-govern-
ment and yet protect the Malayans from oppression by the Chinese.
Fortunately at this stage the non-Communist Chinese, represented by
the Malayan Chinese Association entered into an alliance with the UMNO.
The alliance made practical suggestions for the move towards indepen-
dence and agreed on a wide definition of citizen that would embrace a
large number of Chinese Nationals.
This was, in fact, the death knell of the Communist insurrection,
though a good deal of sparring took place between the Party and the
Government. Tungku Rahman, the Chief Minister after the 195 5 election,
was prepared to grant an amnesty to Communists who surrendered, but
rightly refused to negotiate with an illegal party. The position of the
Malayan Communist Party was embarrassing, since their refusal to
surrender forced them to ignore the new Cominform line of peaceful co-
existence. Tungku Rahman knew that the majority, both of Chinese and
Malays, were behind him in his refusal to give ground and he insisted
that Communists who surrendered must be under police surveillance for
a considerable period.
In August 1957 the Federation of Malaya became independent and it